
SUN Breakfast Meeting: How can Business support the Scaling Up 
Nutrition (SUN) movement? 

The Role of Partnerships in delivering Improved Nutrition 
 
On 25th September 2012, the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN) convened a SUN breakfast 
meeting in New York City that followed on from the UK’s Hunger Event that took place during the 
Olympics. The purpose of this event was to further catalyze cross-sectoral conversations and action 
around the role of partnerships in delivering improved nutrition. Chaired by GAIN’s Executive Director, 
Marc van Ameringen, the meeting was attended by representatives from government, business, civil 
society and the UN, and two key questions were addressed: how can we make better use of market 
mechanisms in scaling up nutrition, and what are the delivery and partnership models needed to make it 
a reality?   
 
The importance of partnering across sectors, the role the private sector can have in addressing 
undernutrition - particularly during pregnancy and the critical period from the age of six months when 
complementary foods are added to the diet - and exploring innovative delivery models, were recurring 
themes from the high-level speakers. These included Rob Swartbol, Director-General for International 
Cooperation at Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the Netherlands, Anne Heughan, Director of External 
Affairs at Unilever, Samuel Ntim, CEO of Yedent Agro Processing, Ghana, Tom Arnold, Executive Director 
of Concern, Brendan Cox, Director of Policy and Advocacy at Save The Children UK, Lucy Sullivan, 
Executive Director of 1000 Days, Martin Bloem, Chief of Nutrition and HIV Policy at the World Food 
Programme, Rick Leach, the CEO of World Food Program USA, Andres Botran, President of Ingenio Santa 
Ana, Guatemala, and Jay Naidoo, Chair of the GAIN Board.  
 
Closing the session, David Nabarro, Special Representative of the UN Secretary General for Food 
Security and Nutrition and SUN Movement Co-ordinator, called on concerted action and continuous 
engagement across a the full range of relevant public and private sectors – not just nutrition-specific, 
but also related sectors such as agriculture, education and social protection – to work together to scale 
up nutrition and help develop nutritional resilience at scale. These themes will be further developed at 
the launch of the SUN Business Network in London in December 2012.   
 
TAKEAWAY MESSAGES 

 We should focus work on scaling up nutrition on preventing malnutrition and building 

nutritional resilience, particularly during the critical first 1000 days of life from conception to age 

two. 

 Public private partnerships including governments, businesses of all levels, and civil society can 

work together productively to reach the poor with affordable nutritious foods, at scale, and 

there are many examples of successful partnerships in scaling up nutrition. 

 The benefits of public private partnerships extend far beyond the financial, and are a key 

innovative delivery mechanism for the SUN movement interventions. 

 

 
Learn more about the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN): 
http://www.gainhealth.org 

http://www.gainhealth.org/

