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INTRODUCTION  
The first multi-sectoral / multi-stakeholder meeting on nutrition was held in Mogadishu on 

27th December 2015, the meeting, which was ministerial level, was called in by the office of 

the prime minister. The deputy speaker for federal parliament attended the meeting. This  

was the first meeting of its type organized by the office of the Prime minister and was 

attended by four ministers and the first deputy speaker of the parliament. The main objective 

of the meeting was to establish a multi-sectoral platform for Scaling Up Nutrition movement 

and to include in nutrition in the government agenda at all levels. H. E Engineer Abdirashid 

Ahmed the Minister for commerce and industries hosted the meeting in his office.  

 

Table 1 The meeting was attended by the following dignitaries: 

Participants of the Multi-stakeholder meeting on nutrition / SUN for Somalia  

Serial 

Nn 

Ministry / organization  Designation  Name  

1. Federal parliament, Somalia  The First Deputy speaker 

of the parliament 

Honorable Jailani Nor 

Ikar 

2. Ministry for Commerce and 

Industries 

The Minister  H.E Engineer 

Abdirashid ahmed 

3. The Ministry for Agriculture The minister  H. E Ahmed Hassan 

Gaboobe 

4. The Ministry for Livestock 

and Pasture 

The minister  H. E Said Hussen Eid 

5. Ministry for Planning and 

international cooperation  

The Deputy minister / 

Acting minister 

.E Abdulahi sheik       

Ali  (Qaloocow) 

6. Office of the PM Federal 

Government  

The permanent secretary  H. E Abdusalam 

Mahmud Jama 

7. Organization of Islamic 

cooperation  

The Somali Program 

manager  

Mr. Abdirirak Shole 

8. Capacity injection program 

OPM 

The Program Manager  Mr. Mohamed Farah 

  

The ministers for health and education were invited but could not come due to other 

commitments. 

 

Objectives: 
 

The objectives of this meeting, which was called in by H. E the Prime minister were to:-  

1. Establish the Ministerial council to lead the nutrition agenda of the 

government  

2. Institutionalize nutrition in the government plans and agendas  

3. Introduce the concept of multi-sectoral approach in nutrition 

4. Solicit the commitment of Government sectors in to multi-stakeholder 

platform on Nutrition  
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PROCESS OF THE MEETING  
 

Welcome note by the Permanent secretary OPM 
 

 
 

The permanent secretary of the office of the prime minister (the centre) welcomed the 

deputy speaker and the ministers; he thanked them for their time and dedication to the 

Scaling Up Nutrition in Somalia. The PS explained why the PM decided to create the 

nutrition unit in his office, which he said was the importance that nutrition has both in 

development and recovery. “We need to build a nation free of hunger and malnutrition” 

he said. The PS passed a message from the PM that his government is committed to food 

security and good nutrition to its citizens. This can only be achieved if we work together 

and we have a clear national plan and strategy, which all of us contribute to its 

achievement. He stressed that this initiative is coming the right time, because we are in 

the first stages of the developing he National Development Plan led by the ministry of 

planning and international cooperation. The office of the PM is committed to host the 

secretariat as the focal point has already being nominated; “we are working on the 

establishment of working space for the focal point and the secretariat for Scaling Up 

nutrition”. I want to request form honorable deputy speaker and their Excellencies the 

ministers seated here to actively lead their respective sectors and involve in the multi-

sectoral / multi-stakeholder approach to nutrition issues in the country. He stressed the 

need to include nutrition in all government plans, starting with the national development 

plan as well as the sectoral plans.  
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Opening remarks by the First Deputy Speaker  
The deputy speaker opened 

the meeting and made the 

commitment of the 

parliament to participate 

this initiative; he requested 

the ministers and office of 

the PM to come up with 

policy and one plans for 

nutrition and to include 

nutrition in all government 

plans and programs, particularly the new deal and the national development plan.  

 

Presentation on Nutrition by Dr. Farah (the SUN Focal Point) 
 

The SUN focal point at the office of the PM, 

made a very detailed presentation on the 

SUN movement in particular and the general 

nutrition situation of the county. The 

presentation stressed on the importance of 

nutrition in the development and that the 

world is now realizing the need for multi-

sectoral collaboration in fight against all 

forms of malnutrition.  The presentation 

covered area like the establishment of the 

SUN movement, the time Somalia joined, and what was achieved since we joined the 

movement. Why do we need to work in multi-stakeholder plat form and what is expected 

from each sector, were among the points very much detailed. Dr. Farah requested from 

ministers to lead and own this process and to commit to the achievement of a common goal 

and targets. He requested from the MoP to include nutrition in the national development plan, 

because nutrition is a big issue in our country, which either may enhance or hinder the 

journey for national development. He also urged the ministers of Agriculture, trade, livestock, 

health, education and the parliament to join and support the effort by the office of the PM to 

scaling up nutrition. He mentioned that UN and donors are waiting for the government to lead 

the process and today your presence here shows how committed is the government to scaling 

up nutrition. We are not alone in this movement, we are 52
nd

 country of 56 countries, who 

committed to this movement and have demonstrated good results. We need to have a multi-

stakeholder plan, strategy, and result frame work, which we are all committed to and way of 

monitoring and accountability. Dr. Farah concluded that from today we are members of the 

platform, and one of the ministers should take the lead to chair the meeting. The donors, UN, 

civil society and business networks will be created and will have a representation in such a 

meeting, the ToR for all of these networks are under development and we will share with you 

in the next meeting. The OPM is ready to coordinate food and nutrition issues in the country.  

He concluded that investment in nutrition is worth and a country like ours should strive to 

create a good environment for such investments to happen. 
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Remarks by the Minister for Agriculture 
 

The minister for Agriculture 

Federal government, thanked 

the deputy speaker for the time 

and commitment, and thanked 

the OPM for organizing this 

important meeting, he 

particularly thanked Dr. Farah 

(SUN Focal Point) and the PS 

of the OPM for the extra efforts 

in the nutrition sector. The 

minister stressed the need for 

Scaling Up Nutrition and the 

multi-sectoral platform and said that it is a new approach to nutrition, which will bring all 

sectors together under one plan and strategy as presented by the focal point.  

 

The minister explained that no one sector can bring good nutrition by itself, “if for example 

the agriculture sector achieves full production of good quality food to all households, 

malnutrition will still remain if we don’t have provision of clean water and sanitation and if 

there is not proper education”.  His excellence the minister mentioned that the SUN 

movement can be a very good strategy to achieve this multi-sectoral collaboration. The 

minister made commitment to lead the multi-sectoral platform and to chair its meetings as 

requested by the forum. He admired the proposed participation of different stakeholders, 

including Donors, UN, Civil society, business and researchers in the platform.  

 

Remarks by the minister for Livestock and Pasture 
 

The minister for livestock and posture H. E 

Said H. Eid, thanks all the participating 

ministers and deputy speaker, he also 

thanked the OPM for organizing this 

important meeting. He stressed the 

importance of livestock in food security 

and nutrition of Somalia, and the sector 

need to collaborate with other sectors, such 

as agriculture, health, education, trade and 

civil society. The minister welcomed the 

new move to words scaling up nutrition and thanked the OPM by taking the lead and the 

overall coordination. He stressed the need for one national plan and strategy for nutrition, 

which becomes part of the national plan, and requested ministry of planning to consider 

nutrition in the NDP.  
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Remarks by the Ministry of Planning and international cooperation  
The Ministry of planning and 

international cooperation was 

represented by Deputy and the acting 

Minister H. E Professor Abdullahi 

Sheik Ali.  The acting minister thanks 

the deputy speaker, ministers and 

office of the prime minister. He under 

lined the importance of nutrition in 

the development of a nation, and he said that nutrition was part of the MDGs and is now 

mentioned in two goals in  the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and stressed that 

there is no way nutrition can be excluded  from the national development plan. 

 

The minister shared with the meeting the stages of development of the national development 

plan and that it is in its early stages. He said this move is coming the right time, as the 

consultations have not yet started; there is an opportunity for us to consider nutrition in this 

early stage. I want to invite the SUN focal point to the technical team meeting of tomorrow; I 

also invite the ministers to come and join us (or nominate their technical experts) in all stages 

of the development of the national development plan. “I commit that we shell include 

nutrition in the national development plan and we will also be part of the multi-sectoral 

platform for nutrition” 

 

Remarks by the Minister for Commerce and Industries 
 

 The minister for commerce and industries 

welcomed all visiting ministers and the 

deputy speaker to his office, we also 

thanked the OPM (the PS and the SUN 

focal point) for giving us the opportunity to 

host the first multi-stakeholder meeting on 

nutrition. The minister stressed the need for 

collaboration among ministers to achieve 

one common goal, which is to improve food 

security and good nutrition. The explained 

that they have now introduced quality control to all importations including food items. This 

give us an opportunity to make sure that quality food will be imported to this country. We 

also work with the chambers of commerce, and we will inform them to be part of this 

movement. We shell collaborate with the ministry of agriculture in fostering food 

fortification to improve nutrition. We are committed to be an active member of the multi-

stakeholder platform as requested by the PM. 
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Remarks by Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
 

The Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) was 

represented by the program 

manager Mr. Abdirazak 

Ahmed Shole (centre). He 

thanked for the invitation 

extended to his organization, 

and stressed the need the 

government to lead this 

process he mentioned that 

their work is to support the 

government initiatives 

particularly in service 

delivery. Nutrition is very important and it is a public health problem in the country, and 

this is the first time he saw the government giving it the consideration it deserves. We will 

be part of the move and I will share this high commitment by the government with my 

organization and the rest of the civil society.  

 

Achievements  
1. Ministers committed to the multi-stakeholder platform on nutrition  

2. Nutrition will be included in the National development plan being developed 

3. The OPM committed to coordinate Scaling Nutrition process in all parts of the 

country and different sectors 

4. The parliament will be active part for good nutrition and food security 

5. The road map presented by the focal point will be used in the initial stage as multi-

sectoral plan is being developed  

Actions 
1. The OPM to launch SUN movement in Somalia by the third week of January 2016 

2. The minister for Agriculture to chair the subsequent meetings of the multi-stakeholder 

platform for nutrition  

3. The SUN focal point to share the minute of this meeting with the civil society, donors,         

UN, business and academia and request them to nominate their representative in this platform 

4. The meeting will be held on quarterly basis and as otherwise needed  

5. Share the outcome of the meeting with the sectors who did not attend today’s meeting. 

Conclusion and closing remarks  
The minister for commerce closed the meeting by thanking all participants and wished to 

meet them again in the next meeting; the minister urged all sectors to commit to scaling 

up nutrition in their sectors as well as in the multi-sectoral platform. He thanked the 

ministry of planning for accepting to include nutrition in the upcoming national 

development plan.  He also thanked the OPM by taking the lead for this important 

initiative. For now our meeting on scaling up nutrition is closed.  


