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Institutional transformations in 2016-2017
Bringing people together into a shared space for action
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The National Nutrition Council (NNC) –
Sri Lanka’s multi-sectoral platform – has
been extended to include 16 ministries, in
addition to UN and Civil Society Networks
in 2017. Since its creation, the NCC has
been chaired by President Sirisena,
reflecting a high level of political commitment to nutrition, regardless of changes
in administration. Platform activities are

integrated into the national development
planning mechanisms and monitored
annually through a reporting mechanism
established in March 2016 strengthened
by the Multi-Sectoral Action Plan on
Nutrition (MsAPN) 2017-2020. The platform is currently exploring the establishment of a Business Network to encourage
public-private partnerships on nutrition.

Ensuring a coherent policy and legal framework
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The 2013-2016 Multi-Sectoral Action Plan
on Nutrition (MsAPN), which accompanies the National Nutrition Policy is being
implemented by all 16 line ministries, nine
provincial authorities and 25 districts.
This Plan is monitored regularly, through
national and regional-level progress
review meetings and contributions from
the multi-sectoral platform. This Plan is
in the process of being updated to cover

the years 2017-2020. A national strategic review on food security and nutrition towards Zero Hunger was launched
13 February 2017, to identify gaps and
push policies to achieve SDG 2 by 2030.
The Ministry of Health is carrying out
a review of the nutrition policies in Sri
Lanka, following reviews of the National
Nutrition Policy by the SUN Civil Society
Network (2016) and UNICEF (2015).

Aligning actions around a common results framework
The country’s common results framework (CRF) monitors the MsAPN and
is reviewed on a quarterly basis by the
National Nutrition Secretariat, which
was set up to enhance the coordination
capacity and support the CRF in Sri Lanka.
Additionally, the MsAPN is also reviewed
in the provinces, districts and divisions
every two months. An information system
aiming to identify nutritionally at-risk
households has been put in place as a

continuous process and implemented
by the National Nutrition Secretariat. So
far, information from all sectors has been
collected for over 150,000 children and
pregnant women. Within the Ministry of
Health, a national nutrition surveillance
system was revamped in March 2017 to
collect macro-level data. The Ministry of
Education has established a school nutrition database, which gathers nutrition-related data of children in school.

Financing tracking and resource mobilisation
The MsAPN has been costed, however, it
was found to be unclear regarding stakeholders’ contributions, which means this
element will be scaled up for the next iteration of the MsAPN. A nutrition budget
line was introduced in 2015 and continued

annually with new allocations made
towards promoting nutrition. More than 95
per cent of funding comes from the State,
whilst the UN supports in filling financial
gaps. However, civil society organisations
are at risk due to lack of funding.

2017–2018 PRIORITIES
• Strengthening of monitoring and evaluation of
the MsAPN;
• Establishment of Donor and Business Networks
and strengthening the UN Network;
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• Targeting of at risk households and individuals
through results-based nutrition interventions.

