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14. 7 %   
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Country Progress
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Sri Lanka
Joined: October 2012

E ffo r t n e e d e d

Highlights

Under e stunting   14.7%

o irth eight   18.1%

0 5 months old e clusi e reas eeding  75.8%

Under e asting   21.4%

Under e o er eight   0.6%

omen Anaemia 5  ears   25.7%

 

*data sources detailed in Annex 1

•  The overnment of Sri anka declared the month of une as the ational  
utrition Month and aligned several advocacy campaigns and high-level  

events to demonstrate the importance of nutrition to the general public.

•  A ational utrition Policy Review Commi ee has been convened with multi-
stakeholder participation and finalised Terms of Reference to critically evaluate the 

P and align the reviewed policy with the lobal Targets 2025 and the Sustainable 
Development oals with strengthened mechanisms for the implementation process.

•  Dra  Advocacy Action Plans for Civil Society Organisations are under development 
on the specific themes of Food Security and Communication for Be er utrition.
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See page 2  for more information about 2015 scoring against each progress marker



The Multi-sectoral Action Plan on utrition 
(MsAP ) is the Common Results Framework 
(CRF) that sets targets and milestones to reduce 

the prevalence of under-nutrition  anaemia and stunting 
amongst key population groups  as well as to improve food 
security and provide access to safe water  sanitation and 
hygiene to households-at-risk. The MsAP  has been ointly 
agreed upon by the 1  Ministries and in-country partners. 
Currently  the MsAP  is being reviewed by e perts to avoid 
dilution  foster prioritisation and enhance on-going nutrition 

related activities at the national  provincial  district and 
divisional levels. The national multi-sector institutional 
environment is also re ected at the provincial level in two 
provinces  its e pansion to all nine provinces is e pected.  
A monitoring cell will track the overall implementation based 
on the orld Health Organisation results-based framework  
and have been agreed by line ministries to facilitate oint 
analysis of information gathered. A monitoring guidance 
note was also developed to be used at the district level and a 
database is being created to monitor activities.

The MsAP  has been partially costed. utrition-
specific interventions of this plan are being costed 
with the help of the orld Bank through the One 

Health Tool. Financing is provided by different sources 
including government and donors. A dedicated budget line 
for nutrition was opened up in the Ministry of Health and 

the finances were allocated from the Treasury. n order to 
implement the MsAP  each ministry was instructed by 
the Treasury to create a separate budget line for nutrition  
through a pooling of resources (public-private partnerships  
allocations from provincial funds).

The ational utrition Policy ( P) 2010  201  
provides a pla orm for inter-sectoral coordination 
in order to accelerate efforts to achieve optimum 

nutrition for all. The P is linked with a workable ational 
utrition Strategic Plan (200 ) which identifies the key health 

related and non-health interventions aimed at improving 
nutritional status. 

A multi sta holer  Re ie  Commi ee has een 
esta lished and meeting as con ened to nalise the 
Terms o  Re erence (ToR)  The ToR outlines the Commi ee s 
role to criticall  e aluate the  and ensures that the  
is aligned ith the lo al orld ealth Assem l  Targets 

0 5 and the Sustaina le e elo ment oals (S s), ith 
strengthened mechanisms or im lementation  

utrition is also mainstreamed in the sectoral policies  including:
•  ational Agriculture olic
•   ational i estoc  e elo ment olic  and Strategies
•   School Canteen olic
•   on Communica le isease olic
•   arl  Child Care e elo ment olic

ra  Ad ocac  Action lans or Ci il Societ  rganisations 
are under de elo ment on the s eci c themes o  ood 
Securit  and Communication or e er utrition  The 
national legislation covers the Food Act  salt iodisation  food 
labelling  food advertisement  consumer protection and the 
nternational Code of Marketing of Breast-Milk Substitutes. 

Maternity leave covers 6 months paid in the public sector 
and 3 months in the private sector.

The ational utrition Council ( C) of Sri anka 
is chaired by the President and the Additional 
Secretary of the Presidential Secretariat is the 

appointed S  overnment Focal Point. The ational 
Steering Commi ee on utrition is the implementation body 
of the C that brings together 1  Ministries (including 
Planning  Agriculture  Fisheries  ivestock  Health  omen s 
Affairs/Empowerment  Education  Social Services  Poverty 
alleviation  and Trade and ndustry) in close collaboration 
with civil society  non-governmental organisations and is 
supported by nited ations ( ) Agencies.

 agencies and the orld Bank  support the overnment 
of Sri anka to achieve improved food and nutrition security. 
The Scaling p utrition People s Forum is the established 
Civil Society Alliance that supports implementation of 
actions at the ground level with Save the Children as the 
main implementing partner. Recentl , a edia A areness 

orum as conducted to sensitise sta eholders rom the 
media industr  including editors, ournalists, rogram 
directors, tele ision and radio resenters and to discuss 
the ethics o  media in ad ertising cam aigns and nutrition 
a areness

Bold text denotes progress reported in the last year

Progress reported through in-country self-assessment e ercise
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