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T a r g e t  
p r e v a l e n c e :

24. 8 %  

B e g i n n i n g  
p r e v a l e n c e :  
44. 9 %   

E ffo r t  n e e d e d T a r g e t

Targeted Stunting Reduction
(million U5 stunted children)
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Country Progress
2014 - 2015

Sierra Leone
Joined: January 2012

E ffo r t n e e d e d

Highlights

Under Įǀe stunting͗  37.9%

>oǁͲďirth ǁeight͗  7.1%

0Ͳ5 months old eǆclusiǀe ďreasƞeeding͗ 32.0%

Under Įǀe ǁasting͗  9.4%

Under Įǀe oǀerǁeight͗  8.9%

tomen Anaemia ϭ5Ͳϰϵ Ǉears͗  45.2%

 

*data sources detailed in Annex 1

•  Sierra >eone has made nutrition a priority in their Ňagship five-year Poverty 
Reduction Strategic Plan ʹ the ͞Agenda for Prosperity .͟ 

•  /n collaboration with District Coordination Bodies and the media͕ civil society is 
strengthening and coordinating food and nutrition messages. 

•  Parliamentary Oversight CommiƩees on Health͕ Agriculture͕ 'ender͕  and Education 
are supporting Parliamentary CommiƩees in accelerating the enactment of pro-food 
and nutrition legislation and ensuring all development programmes͕ strategies and 
policies impact the nutritional status of women and children positively. 

ΎSee page 2ϵ for more information about 2015 scoring against each progress marker



The Eational &ood and Eutrition /mƉlementation 
Wlan (E&E/W) is the common results ĨrameǁorŬ͘ /t 
has ďeen reǀieǁed, ǀalidated and ǁas launched 

in :ulǇ Ϯ0ϭ5 ďǇ the sice Wresident͘ The E&E/W and ďudget 
has ďeen deǀeloƉed ďǇ staŬeholders across multiƉle sectors 
to translate the goals, oďũectiǀes and strategies articulated 
in the draŌ Eational &ood and Eutrition ƉolicǇ into 
imƉlementaďle ƉrioritǇ areas and actiǀities͘ Wrogrammes 

are aligned around ƉrioritǇ areas ǁith the inǀolǀement 
oĨ releǀant line ministries, local goǀernment and eǆternal 
staŬeholder grouƉs͘ Eine ministerial &ocal Wersons haǀe 
ďeen identiĮed to suƉƉort the imƉlementation oĨ scaledͲuƉ 
interǀentions and serǀices and there is a need to deǀeloƉ 
a ũoint monitoring tool ďased on outcome indicators͘ 
�eǀeloƉment oĨ the tool has ďeen ƉostƉoned due to the 
�ďola outďreaŬ͘ 

The 'overnment is paying salaries for the ShE 
Secretariat and logistics are being provided. The 
budget of the (EFE/P) was finalised in 2014 and 

the government finances most of it (including staĸng 
and operations). ,oǁeǀer, this has ďeen challenged ďǇ 
the outďreaŬ oĨ �ďola although the goǀernment is still 
commiƩed to increasing resources to nutrition and Ĩood 
securitǇ and ǁill maintain sƉeciĮc ďudget lines Ĩor nutrition 
in the ďudgets oĨ the Dinistries oĨ ,ealth and Agriculture͘ 
Sierra >eone has recruited personnel in the Ministries of 

Health͕ Agriculture͕ Forestry and Food Security and Social 
telfare. /rish Aid intends ǁill continue to suƉƉort the 
nutrition sector in Ϯ0ϭ5, most imƉortantlǇ, during the ƉostͲ
�ďola recoǀerǇ Ɖhase͘ Donors and the CSP are encouraging 
the ShE Secretariat to monitor and evaluate the eǆecution of 
nutrition budget from the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development and Development Partners. Parliament is also 
playing an important role in advocating for government 
financial commitment and increased funding to ShE 
interventions in the country. 

To ensure full political support to the ShE 
programme͕ the political Eǆecutive is well informed 
and fully understands the need to include nutrition 

in the country s͛ development political agenda. tith suƉƉort 
oĨ the ƉarliamentarǇ commiƩees (,ealth, Agriculture, 
'ender, and �ducation), Ɖarliament is accelerating the 
enactment oĨ ƉroͲnutrition legislation͘ WarliamentarǇ 
commiƩees are also demanding clariĮcation on nutritional 
outcomes oĨ children under Įǀe and ǁomen in child 
ďearing age Ĩor all deǀeloƉment Ɖolicies, Ɖrogrammes and 
strategies Ɖassing through Ɖarliament͘ Parliamentarians 
are ensuring there is increased community participation and 
understanding of nutrition issues͕ and the sustainability of 
programmes. 

Sierra >eone has made nutrition a priority in its five-year 
Poverty Reduction Strategic Plan ʹ  the ͞ Agenda for Prosperity .͟ 
The Eational &ood and Eutrition WolicǇ ǁas ǀalidated and 
launched in :une Ϯ0ϭ5͘ Other nutrition-specific policies 
(on infant and young child malnutrition͕ acute malnutrition 
and micronutrient supplementation) and nutrition-sensitive 
policies covering key sectors like agriculture and food security͕  
poverty reduction and development͕ and public health eǆist 
but need to be operationalised. hE agencies have integrated 
nutrition into their country development programmes͕ plans 
and the hE Development Action Framework (hEDAF) and 
are bringing technical support to finalise legislation that 
support the /nternational Code of Marketing of Breastmilk 
Substitutes.

The �ďola eƉidemic is haǀing a dire eīect on ŬeǇ 
deǀeloƉment areas (Agriculture, �ducation, Trade, 
TransƉort and ,ealth) and the SUE Secretariat, 

housed in the oĸce oĨ the sice Wresident, is ĨullǇ aǁare oĨ 
the diĸcult challenges to tacŬle Ĩood insecuritǇ and high 
disease ďurden, esƉeciallǇ among the ǀulneraďle sectors oĨ 
societǇ͘ Sierra >eone has called uƉon all staŬeholders Ĩrom 
the Ciǀil SocietǇ Wlaƞorm (CSW), the Ɖriǀate sector, donors 
and the United Eations (UE) ĨamilǇ (that meets regularlǇ) 
to Ɖartner ǁith the goǀernment to suƉƉort the scalingͲuƉ 
nutrition (SUE) Ɖrogramme and enaďle the SUE Secretariat 
to deǀeloƉ and suƉƉort districts Ĩood and nutrition multiͲ
sectoral coordination mechanisms͘The CSP is made up of 

national and international non-governmental organisations 
and community based groups working in various fields͕ 
including farmers͕ fishers͕ human rights defenders͕ women s͛ 
groups͕ youth associations͕ research entities͕ consumer 
groups͕ trade unions that come together as a powerful voice 
calling for action and investment in nutrition. The CSP is 
collaborating with the media to strengthen and coordinate 
food and nutrition messages.

Bold text denotes progress reported in the last year

Progress reported through in-country self-assessment eǆercise
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