
The main purpose of ADFNS is to serve as a rallying point in intensifying political and financial 

commitments at all levels to address contemporary challenges of food and nutrition insecurity in Africa. 

The ADFNS provides a platform at national, regional and continental levels to share experiences, 

knowledge and mutual learning, as well as measure progress in assuring food and nutrition security 

for all by governments and multi-stakeholder partners.  

AFRICA DAY FOR FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY (ADFNS)

Introduction The Africa Day for Food and Nutrition Security (ADFNS) was declared in July 2010, in 

Kampala, Uganda, at the 15th Ordinary Session of the African Union Summit, which also endorsed 

its commemoration annually on the 30th October (Assembly/AU/Dec.327 (XV). This was following 

a recommendation from the side event on nutrition in the margins of the Summit under the theme, 

“Africa must feed itself. No child should go to bed hungry. Reduce child stunting by 50 percent in 

the next five years and beyond”, which brought together a number of experts in food and nutrition 

security. 

The first ADFNS was successfully launched in Lilongwe, Malawi, on 31st October 2010 during 

the AU Conference of the African Ministers of Agriculture summit. Since then, ADFNS has been 

commemorated annually in Ethiopia (2011 and 2012), Niger (2013) and in the Democratic Republic 

of Congo (2014). 

Why the Africa Day for Food and Nutrition Security (ADFNS)?  



ADFNS Milestones in sustaining the CAADP Momentum and towards 
Africa Vision 2025

P	ADFNS virtually launched during the 2010 Conference of Ministers of 
Agriculture (CAMA) in Lilongwe, Malawi;

P	ADFNS commemorated in  Ethiopia  in 2011 under 
the theme “Investing in Intra-African Trade for Food and 

Nutrition Security” 

P	In  2012 ADFNS was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,  
themed  “Food and Nutrition Security in Africa: From 
Commitment to Action” ;

P	Niamey, Niger hosted the 2013 ADFNS , themed 
“Towards African Renaissance: Achieving the Right to 

Adequate Food and Nutrition”;

P	Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in 
Kinshasa, hosted the 2014 ADFNS under the theme “Accelerated 

Action for a Hunger Free Africa”.

   What is the contribution of ADFNS to the Malabo Declaration? 

The ADFNS Commemoration is in line with several declarations by African Leaders to end hunger 

and malnutrition in Africa. Ending hunger in Africa is one of the seven commitments in the Malabo 

Declaration made by African Heads of State and Government in the 23rd session of the AU Summit 

(Doc.Assembly/AU/2/XXIII) held in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea in 2014.  Here the African Heads of 

State have committed to ending hunger by 2025 and reducing stunting to 10% in the same period in 

recognition of the importance of   food and nutrition for development agenda in Africa.

Moreover, the Malabo Declaration on Accelerated Africa Agricultural Transformation calls for 

investing in women to contribute effectively to the vision of a hunger-free Africa In this regard, 

ADFNS provides a strategic opportunity annually to tackle food security and nutrition issues and 

report on the progress made toward reaching the commitments in the provisions of the Declaration 

and other global commitments. 

  Theme and commemoration of ADFNS 2015

The commemoration of the 6th ADFNS in October 2015, has given special focus to “Women”.  This 

follows the announcement at the 24th Ordinary Session of the AU Summit which declared 2015 as 

the “Year of Women Empowerment and Development towards Africa’s Agenda 2063”. 

It is widely recognised that women play a central role in food and nutrition security. Research 

evidence estimates that women in Africa contribute over 60% of farm labour. At household level, 

an overwhelming majority of women prepare the food consumed, in addition to their natural role in 

breastfeeding. Hence, women are key to ending hunger and malnutrition as they form the backbone 

of smallholder agriculture in their various roles as producers, processors, and traders, among others.

From the theme and focus of the commemoration, several sub-themes are proposed to be given 

focus in advocacy, service and product shows, demonstrations, messaging and panel discussions 

by experts during the main event. They will also provide the thrust of the event’s background papers 

and documents.

The key objectives of 2015 ADFNS:

• Create widespread awareness on the importance of investing in value-chains of strategic

(and high value nutritive foods)  food and agricultural commodities in order to promote

food and nutrition security on the Continent as well as the resulting effect on social and

economic growth;

• Facilitate a principled dialogue between a diversity of high level national stakeholders

as well as other state and non-state actors (including farmers’ organizations, private

business entities and Africa’s academic and research institutions) in deliberating on an

action plan to end hunger and malnutrition on the continent;

• Share best practices and innovations on women’s empowerment;

• Create awareness to women farmers of trade opportunities for local and African

traditional foods and their importance in facilitating food and nutrition security through

increasing dietary diversification;

• Promote production and consumption of high quality food such as fortified foods with

micronutrients, diverse nutrient dense vegetables and fruits and animal source foods  and

enhance market access and trade opportunities.



     Who should attend the ADFNS?

The ADFNS is expected to include a wide range of stakeholders, such as civil society, the private 

sector, the scientific community, farmers and development partners. A special focus will be placed 

on the importance of women and youth in facilitating Food and Nutrition Security. The ADFNS 

is expected to include a wide range of stakeholders, namely; representatives of relevant public 

sector and statutory organisations, including public policy makers; representatives of civil society 

organisations, representatives from the private sector organisations, the scientific community, farmers 

and development partners, interested individuals. As befitting the focus of the commemoration, 

women groups, women organisations and entrepreneurs will be specially invited to participate.

Uganda will host the 2015 ADFNS continental-level commemoration on the 28th - 30th October, in 

Kampala. Member States of the African Union are also expected to prepare and commemorate the 

ADFNS in synchrony with the continental-level event and the relevant stakeholders are encouraged 

to support the organisation of the ADFNS in the countries they work in.

NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency 
Office: +27 (0) 11 256 3600 

Email: info@nepad.org  
Web: www.nepad.org 

Twitter: @nepad_au 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/nepad.page


